
   
 

   
 

Course description – version 1.0 (2024-05-31)     

Sociological criminology: Crime, violence, 

and deviance, 7.5 credits 

 

Sociology, School of Social Sciences, Södertörn University 

 

Fall 2024 (December 4, 2024 – January 17, 2025) 

 

Course aims 

The course provides an overview of central theories and concepts within the research field of 

sociologically oriented criminology, focusing on how and why crime, violence, and deviance 

occur and analyzing their impact on society, individuals, and groups. Course work is focused on 

further developing the ability to critically examine the theoretical perspectives and connecting 

them to empirical issues of current interest.   

The course consists of a series of combined 3-hour lecture-seminars, where a topic is initially 

introduced in lecture format (2 hours) and then followed by mandatory seminar discussion (1 

hours) based on active reading of the course literature. The course is concluded with an 

examination seminar, where course papers are presented and discussed. 

After completing the course, you should be able to: 
  
Knowledge and understanding 

• describe, explain, and reflect on central theories and concepts within the contemporary 

field of sociologically oriented criminology, 

• explain and reflect on the role of crime, violence, and deviance in modern societies. 

Competence and skills 



   
 

   
 

• in an independent, critical, and reflective manner, examine the assumptions and empirical 

underpinnings of the various theories and concepts, 

• independently analyze contemporary or historical forms of crime, violence and deviance 

using central theories and concepts of the research field, 

• independently produce synthesizing knowledge reviews based on literature in the 

research field, 

• independently formulate research problems and questions based on different theoretical 

perspectives within the research field of sociologically oriented criminology. 

Judgement and approach 

• independently and critically review and evaluate advanced research results within the 

research field of sociologically oriented criminology, 

• independently and critically reflect on the merits and shortcomings of the central theories 

and concepts within the research field of sociologically oriented criminology. 

 

Teachers 

Alexandra Bogren (course coordinator), email alexandra.bogren@sh.se   

Magnus Wennerhag, email magnus.wennerhag@sh.se 

Sofia Beskow, email sofia.beskow@sh.se  

 

Lectures and seminars 

For the exact timing of each lecture or seminar, see “Schedule” on Studiewebben.  

 

Wednesday 4 December 

• Lecture-seminar 1: 

o Introduction to the course  

o What is crime, deviance, and social problems, and how do sociologists think 

about causes and explanations of crime? An introduction to the research field of 

sociologically oriented criminology and its roots in classical sociological theory.  
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Thursday or Friday 5 / 6 December 

• Guest lecture: Professor Amir Rostami, 1 hour 

 

Monday 9 December 

• Lecture-seminar 2: Sociological explanations and theories of criminality: Why do people 

commit crime?  

• Seminar discussion based on learning memos submitted in advance.  

 

Wednesday 11 December 

• Lecture-seminar 3: Understanding and problematizing crime rates, patterns, and trends. 

• Seminar discussion based on learning memos submitted in advance.  

 

Monday 16 December 

• Lecture-seminar 4: Violence and political violence: Micro-sociological theories about 

violence and theories about political violence.  

• Seminar discussion based on learning memos submitted in advance. 

 

Wednesday 18 December  

• Lecture-seminar 5: What are the social effects/consequences of crime, crime prevention, 

and law enforcement interventions targeting crime?  

• Seminar discussion based on learning memos submitted in advance.  

 

Tuesday 14 January, 2025 

• Examination seminar: Presentation and discussion of papers.  

 

Minor changes to the timing of the lectures and seminars may be made before the course starts. 
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